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Weekday and Weekend Masses are cancelled during the COVID 19 Pandemic.
My dear friends and parishioners,
May the Holy Spirit, the Lord the Giver of Life be with you all!
On this sixth Sunday of Easter, our readings remind us Christian stewards of the
importance and power of the Holy Spirit in our lives. They also teach us that love of God
shows itself in concrete actions — this is precisely why the stewardship way of life is so
necessary.
Throughout the Easter season, our first readings, taken from the Act of the Apostles, have
recounted the growth (and growing pains) of the early days of the Church. Today we read
that the Samaritans had accepted the word of God, and while there was great rejoicing
over this, they were still in need of more before they were fully empowered disciples. So,
Peter and John “went down and prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit,
for it had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus.” Peter and John “laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.” The
“more” that these new Christians needed, was, of course, the Holy Spirit.
We, too, need and have received the Holy Spirit in our lives, initially at our Baptism, and in
full measure at the moment of our Confirmation. The gifts and guidance of the Holy Spirit
are essential to the Christian steward and the stewardship way of life. Today is a great
opportunity, especially as we draw nearer to Pentecost, to begin to examine our
relationship with the Holy Spirit. Do we make full use of all of the grace and power the Holy
Spirit has for us in meeting the challenges of life?
Our second reading, from St. Peter, is certainly filled with challenges for us, beginning with
the first verse, “Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts.” In other words, we must put Christ
first above all else in our lives. His role is not merely as Savior of our lives, as significant as
that role is; He is to be “Lord” of our lives as well. As His disciples, we are called to make

Him ruler of all aspects of our lives — our time, talents and treasure.
The beauty of the stewardship way of life is that it offers us a concrete means to show that
Christ truly is Lord in our lives, to “prove” our love, in a manner of speaking, because true
love is not mere sentiment. “Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the
one who loves me,” Jesus tells us in our Gospel passage from John.
True love is an act of the will. It requires obedience to all of God’s commandments. This
requires courage, humility and deep trust in Him. It requires that we lean on the Holy Spirit
for the strength and wisdom to continuously make Jesus the Lord of our lives.
But the rewards are indescribably wonderful. Christ tells us Himself, “Whoever loves me
will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to him.” Could there be
anything more satisfying to live in such a way that the God of the universe is pleased to
reveal more and more of Himself to us?
Let us ask the Holy Spirit to help us fully embrace the stewardship way of life so as to truly
sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts. May the Holy Spirit the Sweetest Guest of our interior
life casts out all fears from us in this time of pandemic. May he lead us to inner peace,
tranquility of mind and serenity of our human spirit. Truly, the Holy Spirit is also known as
the Paraclete which means " Comforter", our Advocate in times of trial and crisis.
From the bottom of my heart, I would like to express my sincere and profound gratitude for
all your support in building up the Kingdom of God in our parishes and missions. Every
dollar or monetary contribution counts and brings forth ripples of goodness that affect our
entire faith community, those around us and our nation at large. May God reward your
generous contribution and being such good stewards in God's house. God bless you and
protect you always!
Keep safe always, keep well, keep healthy, keep praying and keep holy....God bless you
richly!
Yours devotedly in the Lord always,
Fr. Nilo Macapinlac, pastor

Parish Pastoral Council/Annual General Meeting
Our annual General Meeting will be online this year. In the upcoming weeks, we will have
the Annual reports available for our Parishioners. We can email them to anyone interested
and make them available for pick up as requested.
It is important to note that in response to COVID 19, and the need for our Meeting to be
online this year, there are a few extra steps to consider. We will be using a format called
Webex. The link and instructions for the site can be emailed to anyone interested in
attending. Please send a quick email to the Parish office to be receive the link. The date
for the meeting will be announced in next weeks’s bulletin. We apologize for anyone who is
unable to access the meeting online.
If you are unable to attend online and have any questions or concerns that you wish to be
presented, please present the office with your concerns and they will include your
response in the online meeting.

.Divine Mercy Chaplet – Zoom Gathering
We are united in Prayer at the hour of Mercy – We invite you to join us via Zoom for our Parish
Community to come together and pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet together. Finance Report. If you
are interested in participating with our Parish community, please contact your community
leader for the Zoom invite



Confession
Father is available on Saturdays at 11:00am for Confession in the library. We ask that everyone
maintain Social Distancing while here.

Youth Retreat – Live Stream - May 23 – 31st, 2020
Mike Landry, a crew of youth ministry veterans and some of our very own pastors in the Archdiocese are
putting together an online youth retreat in preparation for Pentecost
This retreat will include streamed Masses, talks, Holy Hours, discussions, and a special episode of ‘Left
Footers’ – all designed to prepare us to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit.
In response to Pope Leo XIII's request in 1897 that we’ll also pray an online novena (nine days of prayer) as
"…a powerful plea for the light and strength and love so sorely needed by every Christian." This online
retreat, brought to you by the Vocations office of the Archdiocese of Edmonton, is open to any young
person (teenager or young adult) who'd like to enrich their spiritual life, start or enhance their habits of
prayer, and become the saints God created them to be.
It is absolutely free of charge, and you can learn more about it – and register for it –
at www.mikeisthird.com/veni.

Family Life
Victory Gardens
We have been blessed with the opportunity to start the church garden this year! We are going to
start slowly with some potatoes, beans, beets, lettuce and a few flowers.
If you are interested in helping at all or are interested in receiving any fresh produce this summer,
please contact Theresa at 403-559-6843 or Naamah at 403-507-2377.
Don’t forget to drop off packages of seeds or plant pots in the boxes between the church doors!
If you have any questions about how to start a garden at your home or any other gardening
concerns, please contact Kataryna Borysiak at horse_crazy12251@hotmail.com She was one of
the vegetable vendors at the Parish Showcase last fall, and has agreed to be our parish gardening
“expert”.
If you would like to grow tomatoes and other plants that need to be started ahead of time, you
can buy the plants from Tammy Odersky from Tammy’s Green Thumb Greenhouse just outside of
Olds. It is best to phone her at (403) 556-6740 to set up a time to come, so that safety protocols
can be in place.

Sidewalk Chalk Art- We are encouraging families to produce their own work of art on
their sidewalks, driveways, fences, decks or garage doors etc. using sidewalk
chalk.. Please don’t do it in the street! The theme should be inspirational- honouring God
and inspiring hope! Please take a picture of your work and email it to
Maria maria@bluemantle.ca. Each one will be featured in a future bulletin. Thanks to the
Leischner family who brightened up the sidewalks and residents of Mountainview Lodge
this week!

Do you have a Loved One in Hospital?
When you can't visit the hospital, here's a link by which you can send well wishes to patients. Your
kind words of encouragement will be delivered by the volunteers of Alberta Health Services and
Covenant Health facilities. albertahealthservices.ca/info/wellwishes.

Good News
We are asking all Parishioners to share their Good News in future bulletins. We love hearing about
Covid and Purell the piglets and all their brothers and sisters, about families and friends praying
and skyping, and any other stories you want to share.

Happy Day’s
Belated wishes to Dan and Maria Killoran who celebrated their 44 th Wedding Anniversary
on May 15, 2020
Upcoming Birthday wishes to Dan Killoran and Dominick Valencia who share a birthday on
May 21st. I am pretty sure the number of candles on the cake might vary, but who’s
counting??? .

Food Box
We just want to remind everyone that the Food Box is here. We are very grateful to
all who help us to keep it replenished. We want to encourage anyone that finds
themselves in need at this time to contact Donna in the Parish. If you know of
anyone who is struggling to put food on the table, please make sure they know they
have options available to them.

Parish Giving
We are providing some additional links for sites where contributions towards the Church can be
made. Your financial contributions at this time are needed more than ever. Thank you to all who
have taken time to drop off or mail your donations, every little bit helps to keep us going during
this time.
CAEDM- www.caedm.ca/donate - You can select St. Stephen’s in the drop down box
CANADA GIVES - https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/890356249RR0001-the-catholicparish-of-st-stephen/
E-TRANSFERS ARE AVAILABLE NOW: A Donation can be sent via interact transfer to St.
Stephen’s Catholic Parish – use the email address – ststephen102@gmail.com. Please include
your name and or envelope number in the message section, so donations can be recorded
correctly. For anyone who has been looking for an alternate method, here is something for
you.
Automatic Contribution: Paperwork is also available for anyone wishing to sign up to have
their monthly contribution automatically applied through debit or credit. Please contact Mia in
the office for assistance.

Resources
Quid Novum: www.caedm.ca/quidnovum
EWTN: www.ewtn.com
Find Dynamic Catholic on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/user/DynamicCatholic
Follow Father Mike on Ascension Presents:
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=ascension+presents

Be Safe
Be Well
Be Holy

