June 6, 2021
Father Nilo Macapinlac
Sat June 5,2021

Confession – Olds Holy Mass – In Person

SACRAMENTAL MASS

11:00 AM
5:00 PM – In person + Live stream

Sun June 6, 2021

Holy Mass – In person

11:15 AM – In Person

Tues June 8, 2021

Holy Mass - LIVESTREAM**

6:00 PM – Olds (Live stream )

Thurs June 10, 2021

Holy Mass – In Person

6:00 PM – Olds- (Live stream)

SACRAMENTAL MASS
Fri June 11, 2021

Holy Mass – In Person

9:00 AM – Olds- (Live stream)

SACRAMENTAL MASS
Sat June 12, 2021

Confession – Olds
Holy Mass – In Person

SACRAMENTAL MASS

11:00 AM
5:00 PM – In person

NEW ANNOUNCEMENT
In response to the new AHS updates of May 26, 2021 and directive from the Archdiocese of Edmonton,
St. Stephen’s will resume our In Person Mass Schedule. We will continue to Live stream our Saturday evening Mass and
Father will continue to Live stream his weekday Masses on his personal Facebook page. During the upcoming months,
we will be celebrating the Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation during both weekday and Weekend Masses
as seen on the schedule. Please know that attendance at these Sacramental Masses will be impacted by the family of
the candidates.
PASTORAL / OFFICE STAFF

Pastor – Father Nilo Macapinlac
Deacon – Charles Johnston – Retired
Pastoral Ass’t – Donna Litwin
Office Admin – Mia MacDonald
4302 57th Ave Olds, AB
Ststephen102@gmail.com
403-556-3084
http://www.ststephens-olds.ca
Facebook – St Stephen’s Catholic
Be sure to follow our Youth group
@st.stephens_youth_ on Instagram
Office Hours 9-2pm

Sacramental Prep
1st Communion

If you haven’t already booked a
Mass with Donna in the office,
please so do immediately.
403-556-3084 Ext 4
Please pay office for resource
material if you haven’t done so
already via etransfer to the office –
ststephen102@gmail.com.

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation classes are completed.
Our candidates will be celebrating
during scheduled Masses throughout
May, June and July. We invite you to
keep them in your prayers.
If you haven’t scheduled a Mass with
Donna in the office, please do so
immediately. We recommend that
you find time to attend Confession on
Saturday morning at 11:00 with your
Confirmation Candidate.

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER NILO
My dear People of God,
Congratulations to those who persevered despite of so many obstacles at this time of pandemic including those
who just received their First Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation! Pope St. Pius X once said: "
Holy Communion is the shortest and fastest way to Heaven." The Catechism of the Church declares that "the
Holy Eucharist is the source and summit of our Christian life." The most important liturgies in our Church are
called Solemnities. Today marks the third Solemnity over the past few weeks with Pentecost and Trinity Sunday
also being designated in that way. We have one more to go with the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
next Friday. The word “solemnity” has as its roots two Latin words — "soletand annus", which basically
translates into an annual or yearly celebration. We can be proud of our traditions and our history because they
have come to us directly from Jesus. We have been celebrating the Eucharist as part of our worship since the
original Feast of the Last Supper. St. Ignatius of Antioch referred to the Eucharist as the “medicine of
immortality,” and that is something we should never forget every time we approach to receive Holy Communion,
the Body and Blood of Christ. In the First Reading from the Book of Exodus we hear of Moses explaining to his
people God’s covenant. In the Gospel we hear Jesus say, “This is my blood of the covenant.” Of course, He is
speaking of the new covenant, but one that is closely associated with the covenant explained by Moses. It is
Jesus’ covenant that offers us salvation. However, we need to note how similar our liturgies are to what
happens in the First Reading. Initially the people heard the Word of God, just as we do at each Mass. Sacrifices
are made; we speak of sacrifice during the whole process of the Eucharist; finally, the people receive from
Moses the blood of sacrifice, just as we do in the Eucharist. The idea of covenant in almost all societies and
practices involves blood. In the Second Reading from the Book of Hebrews we hear again about the
importance of blood as part of the covenant. Nevertheless, it is made clear that this is very different. It is not the
blood of “goats and calves,” but the blood of Christ — “his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption” for us.
It also states in that reading “For this reason he is the mediator of a new covenant.” Covenant comes from the
Latin word "convenire", which means to come together. A covenant is basically an agreement between people,
or between God and His people, that binds one to the other. A popular phrase in today’s Church is “new
covenant.” Christ Himself is the new covenant between God and his people. We confirm and seal this covenant
every time we receive the Body and Blood of Christ. Do we really understand what a remarkable thing that is?
People who understand that are always overwhelmed when they approach to receive this powerful gift of the
Eucharist. As mentioned in the introduction, the Gospel Reading from St. Mark is a reminder to us of the
covenant made with us by Jesus at the Last Supper. That is really what Easter was and is all about. That
Gospel also emphasizes the importance of the Body and Blood. In the three synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark,
and Luke) there is no mention of a “lamb” as part of the Passover meal even though that is normally an
important part of that meal. A careful study of the Bible brings us to the realization that nothing happens by
accident. Some scholars have concluded that the absence of the “lamb” merely meant they could not obtain
one. It would seem far more likely that this was the way Jesus wanted it. It was a way of Him emphasizing that
He was the Passover sacrifice, the Lamb of God. What Jesus says, and what we do at Mass are very
important. The Lord says, “Take it; this is my body.” The word “take” implies that this is not something that is
forced upon us. Without food and drink we will perish; the key to the Eucharist is that without Jesus, we will also
perish. This is something that when we take it, we need to take it into our innermost being. The bottom line on
all this is that the Eucharist is our acceptance of the New Covenant. There is more to it than just receiving. It
also means sharing and discipleship. That is the reality of the Body and Blood of Christ. What a beautiful reality
to reflect as well that through Baptism, we are incorporated into the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church and in
the Holy Eucharist, we nourish ourselves with the Body of Christ. Have a blessed solemnity of the Corpus
Christi!
Yours devotedly in Christ, Fr. Nilo Macapinlac, pastor

ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER SILENT AUCTION
Thank you to everyone who participated in our St. Joseph the Worker Silent Auction. It raised approx $1600 for our Parish
Food Bank and to go towards beautifying our outdoor space – which is already in motion with Joe G and his team working on
the fence and deck during this hot weather. A special Thank you to our many talented Parishioners who donated their time and
talents in creating many incredible pieces to be auctioned off, to Maria and Dawn for planning, organizing and managing the
Auction on Facebook and via the phone lines to assist our bidders. We are very blessed to have such amazing talent in our
Parish. We look forward to what they have planned next  Thank you also to all the K of C and families who came out to help
the Stubbs Lawn Care team to spread mulch in the gardens. If you have any ideas for any outdoor projects, let the Parish
Council know!

ST. JOSEPH’S CORNER – The Year of St. Joseph – Dec 8 2020 – Dec 8 - 2021
Weekly Excerpt taken from the apostolic letter Patris Corde of Pope Francis
Year of in
St.Joseph
Dec 8, an
2020
– Dec
2021
Work is a means The
of participating
the work of–salvation,
opportunity
to 8,
hasten
the coming of the Kingdom,
to develop our talents and abilities, and to put them at the service of society and fraternal communion. It
becomes an opportunity for the fulfillment not only of oneself, but also of that primary cell of society which is
the family. A family without work is particularly vulnerable to difficulties, tensions, estrangement and even breakup. How can we speak of human dignity without working to ensure that everyone is able to earn a decent living?
Working persons, whatever their job may be, are cooperating with God himself, and in some way become
creators of the world around us. The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and spiritual, can serve
as a summons for all of us to rediscover the value, the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a
new “normal” from which no one is excluded. Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God himself, in becoming man,
did not disdain work. The loss of employment that affects so many of our brothers and sisters, and has increased
as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, should serve as a summons to review our priorities. Let us implore Saint
Joseph the Worker to help us find ways to express our firm conviction that no young person, no person at all, no
family should be without work!

SAVE THE DATE – GRADUATES OF 2021
If you are a member of our Tri Parish Community of St. Stephen’s, St. Anne’s in Didsbury or Our Lady of Fatima
in Sundre and you have a child who is a graduate of 2021, we ask you and your family to Save the Date of
Sunday June 27th @ 5 pm for a Graduation Mass. A planning committee made up of a few dedicated parents is
getting a plan together. As we get closer, more information will be shared. At this time, we ask that you set aside
this time so you are able to join us.

CATHOLIC WOMENS LEAGUE
St. Stephen's is recruiting CWL members to join our present 70 members to take part in the exciting changes &
strategic plans in motion over the next 2 years. There is so much to learn from this group of over 8ooo women
nationwide. Are you interested in becoming a part of a spiritual, faithful, & active group of local women? If you
would like to join or find out more, please contact one of us. Laurel Arvay @403 556-2360 or Joanne Fewster
@403 791 1186.Thank you!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
 Becoming a member: For any Catholic Man, 18 years of age or older, looking to join the local
Knights of Columbus and help us put our Faith in Action, please contact our Membership director –
Brother Richard Bodnar (403-559-9885) skrbodnar@live.ca Vivat Jesus!

IN PERSON MASS
Our regular Mass Schedule is in effect, including Thursday evening Mass at 6 pm and Friday morning Mass at 9,
Saturday evening at 5 pm with our rotating schedule on Sundays.
As per the most recent AHS guidelines, we will be limited to a maximum capacity of 63 people.
We will follow the first come first serve model. We apologize in advance for anyone that is unable to enter
after we have hit our maximum capacity. We will continue to live stream the Holy Mass on Saturday’s at 5 pm.
This can be found on our Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Parish-Olds-Alberta-462780227491104
If you haven’t already done so, you can sign up online, this does not guarantee a place in Mass, however,
it does help expedite the process upon your arrival.
Here is the link.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe4wilf9RyeSizsqlVQ5jUUP7MacMFElEWUXGs_gtb2pBBJrA/
viewform?usp= f_link

EVERY CHILD MATTERS
Please visit the Archdiocese website and Facebook page in addition to St. Stephen’s Facebook page to find links and listings of
faith events that are scheduled to remember the 215 Indigenous Children of the former Kamloops Residential School. We hold
these children in our hearts and pryaers.

VIDEOGRAPHER(S) NEEDED
We are hoping to build our team of Videographers as we continue with Livestream Mass on Saturday
evening. All willing and capable candidate will be trained in their new role. Thank you in advance for
joining our team. 

FIRST COMMUNION CANDIDATES – PRAYER WARRIORS
If you have been praying for one of our First Communion Candidates and would like to present them
with a card (with or without a token), you can drop it off to the office and we will make sure they receive
it. The First Communion candidates will celebrate throughout Masses in May, June and July.
The list of young people below will celebrate their Sacraments in the month of June.
Please include them in your prayers.

First Communion Candidates
Eli Robertson
Ryder Armstrong
Emma Gonzalez
Michaela Del Mar
Sean Capili
Brady Andrusiak
Xander Casabuena

Confirmation Candidates
Sepreina Playford
Lily Westman
Andre Bombasi
Adrian Jabonero
Yuan Capili
Iris Bugaoisan
Cash Lesiuk
Sam Andrew
Bryson Longmuir
Jude Cartin
Julianna Cartin
Ella Leischner
Reed MacDonald
Aidan Knobben

Congratulations and God Bless!

