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My dear friends and parishioners, 
 

Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus without delay! Advent has a key virtue of 
patience for it is a season of preparation, waiting and anticipation... until we 
persevere. But we knew who is coming and we have rapport and personal 
friendship with HIM, Christ the Lord. There is no room for panic, fear and 
trembling, He is patient, rich in mercy and caring. 
 

We serve a merciful and patient God. In His kindness, He warns us that we 
will be called to make an account one day for the way in which we made use 
of the gifts He has given us.  
 
The most precious gift He has given us is His own Son, Whose birth we are 
preparing to celebrate. 
 
St. Peter describes the loving kindness of the Father in our Second Reading 
today, saying God “is patient with you, not wishing that anyone should 
perish but that all should come to repentance.” Yet, in the same passage we 
receive this warning: “The Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens 
will pass away with a mighty roar... and the earth and everything on it will 
be found out.” 
 
How are we to assimilate these two truths — the merciful love of God and 
the responsibility that comes with the privilege of living as His disciple? St. 
Peter tells us we should conduct ourselves “in holiness and devotion.” 
Indeed, this is the goal of our Advent “reset” — to return to living lives 
focused on Christ, in gratitude for all He has done for us.  
 
In our Gospel passage from Mark, John the Baptist instructs us to “prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” We must make good use of 
the gift of time we have been given this Advent season. Let’s be sure to get 
to Confession, prioritize a daily reading the of Scriptures, and reach out to 
someone in need with a word of comfort or an act of service. Confession in 
Olds' St Stephen parish at 11 am on every Saturday and 6pm of every 
Wednesday in Trochu's St. Anne of the Prairies Parish. Let us experience the 
merciful love of Jesus, His forgiveness, peace and healing. Let us prepare 
Christ's spiritual manger in our interior life. Come Lord Jesus without delay, 
"Marantha"! Are you excited? Are you ready? 
 
Well, in this way, we will honor both the mercy and justice of our God, and 
we will be prepared to celebrate the birth of Christ and give account for all 
His gifts to us. God bless you and protect you in this time of pandemic! 
 

Prayerfully yours in Christ, 
Fr. Nilo Macapinlac, pastor 
  

 FR. NILO MACAPINLAC 
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God Bless and Be Well 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday Evening – 5 PM 

1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday – 11:15 AM 

2nd, 4th Sunday – 9:00 AM 

Daily Live stream – 6 PM 

Friday Morning Mass – 9 am 
 

Confession – Every Saturday 11am 

Appt’s for Confession are also 

available.  

 

Office Hours of Father Nilo 
 (Parish)  
Tues 9-5   

Wed – 8-12 AM   

Thurs – Trochu 

Friday 9-5 

 

 

  Father encourages you to find time for 
Confession during the upcoming Advent 
season. In place of our Advent Penitential 
Service, Father will continue to be 
available on Saturday mornings. In 
addition, he is available for Confession 
through private appointments.   
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   Congratulations to our young candidates who have completed their preparation for First Reconciliation. 
   How wonderful is it that we can be forgiven for our sins, for the things we have done wrong. We are   
    reconciled, and brought closer to God. This sacrament heals our soul because all of our sins are taken away. It  
               brings many graces, blessings and good things, to the person who receives it. 

 
 
 
In lieu of our regular Baptismal Preparation classes, new parents wishing to get their child baptized will 
meet with Father Nilo for an interview and discussion. We are also advising new parents to use the 
wonderful resources available through Formed.org in preparing for Baptism.  
Contact the office for more information. 
 

 

Family Life has some Covid restriction-friendly ideas: 

 For St. Nicholas Day on December 6th, you may like to try speculaas -a Dutch ginger 
cookie https://www.thedutchbakersdaughter.com/2009/12/speculaas.html 

 For St. Ambrose Day on December 7th, try German sausage with 
sauerkraut https://www.foodandwine.com/recipes/sauteed-german-sausages-bacon-and-
apple-sauerkraut 

 *For the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, try an all-white supper e.g. cauliflower, fish 
with a white sauce, vanilla ice cream (maybe with blueberries for Our Lady’s Mantle).  

 (Attached to the bulletin is the prayer that Pope Francis composed to the Immaculate Conception). 
  
Family Life has some suggestions if your family would like to go caroling. 

1. Go caroling with your family to 3-5 houses.  Stand on the sidewalk which is usually at least 20 feet from their 
door, and sing your heart out. 

2. Call someone near or far and sing a song together.  Silent Night is quiet but lovely with phone harmonies. 
3. Send a Christmas musical e-card 
4. Sing carols in your car with the windows down. 

  
Don’t forget to bring an international tree ornament for the tree in the foyer! 
  
 The Parish has a family that is moving forward as foster parents. If anyone in our congregation has any of 
the following items to help the family; a pressure mounted baby gate, a lockable file box/briefcase for 
confidential documents,  lockable box to store medications, certificate frame, diapers – sz 1-4, formula as 
they figure out what they require.    
 

Members of our Filipino community have helped us set up an account/bin at the Bottle Depot. You can 
drop your bottles off and inform the staff that they are for St. Stephen’s OR we have a wonderful Volunteer 
that is able to pick up your bottles for donation. Please contact Joseph at 403-586-45909.  Thank you to 
those who are contributing to this campaign!! 

 

If anyone is interested in joining the CWL & becoming a part of this integral group & women of faith we are 
taking memberships. Contact Pres. Joanne @403 791 1186 OR membership contact Laurel @403  556 2360 
 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREP – FIRST COMMUNION 

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE NEWS 

BOTTLE DRIVE FUNDRAISER 

FAMILY LIFE 
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 The Knights will be having their Winter Mundare Sausage Sale on Dec 12, 2020 10-2pm.  
Swing by to support our Local Knights and fill your freezer with Sausage! 
 

The Novena to our Lady of Guadalupe began on December 3, 2020.  Thank you to all who have joined this 
Prayerful call to action.  
 

 “The Faith in Action committee of the Knights held its first Zoom meeting under new Chair, Deacon Charles 
(Faith) on Dec. 1st. The members are Dave Dicknoether (Family), Paul Caves (Community) and Alvin 
Ganser (Life). Each member’s name is followed by his portfolio. We all encourage Parishioners to support 
the current fundraising programs of our Parish including, the Street Backpack project, Olds Christmas 
Angels and we invite each of our brother Knights to bring an item for the St. Stephen’s food bank. The need 
is great during this season and we are all challenged to do our part.” 
 

 

 
 

The Parish office would like to know if you have been able to enjoy all that FORMED has to offer.         
If you could take a few minutes to email Mia with your recommendation. She will share your suggestion in 
upcoming bulletins. If you are having issues or need assistance, please don’t hesitate to call the office.  
Ststephen102@gmail.com 
 
Formed.org + Advent = Faith filled Spiritual Nourishment 
Follow this link: https://watch.formed.org/browse  
Formed has programs for all ages highlighted throughout the Advent Season. They are ready to walk with 
you during each day/week of Advent. Please take a moment to discover what Formed has to offer. 
Refer to your Formed.org reference card that you received in the mail to help you log in. 
We  hope you enjoy it! 
 
I can't thank St. Stephen's enough for making this invaluable tool available.”  Paul Drohan 

The Parish Pastoral Council is looking to developing a CHURCHWATCH program. Buildings that are 
unattended for periods of time are much more likely to suffer from vandalism including arson. A Church 
watch program is a simple, effective and participatory way for a congregation to protect its church. The 
program is a commitment by participants to bring supervision of the church into their regular routine.  

We are in need of a designated contact for the program and it would be more convenient for them to live 
in town. This person would liaise with the local police when contacted by participants in the Church watch 
program. The program consists of participants agreeing to pass by the church on a regular basis to ensure 
that no potentially harmful activity is going on there. This entails walking or driving by the church and 
taking note of anything going on. When you are out running errands try to take a route that goes by the 
church. If you are walking your dog, use the church as a destination or part of the route. If you saw 
someone on the church grounds that were behaving suspiciously, you would not confront them. You would 
try to make yourself visible to them from a safe distance and then contact the Church Watch leader and 
advise them of the situation. They will be responsible for contacting the police if it is deemed necessary by 
demonstrating that the church is being watched over, people will be discouraged from damaging it.  

If you are interested in becoming the Church Watch coordinator or a member of the Church Watch group, 
please contact the office at 403-556-30 

 

If you would like to donate Christmas Flowers or Poinsettias for decorating the Church for Christmas, please 
drop them off to the office prior to Dec 20th, 2020.  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS 

 

FORMED.ORG  

CHURCHWATCH PROGRAM 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
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THE SEASON FOR GIVING IS NOW: GIVING COMPASSION, LOVE, SUPPORT & HOPE TO THOSE IN NEED. 
Our Social Justice Committee asks your help with our 2nd annual Street Backpack project in partnership with 
The Mustard Seed. We had an overwhelming response last year which was received with such gratitude! 
Our Alberta winters can be freezing cold & harsh for those on the streets. This year with the pandemic the 
need for help and compassion is even greater. The items that are put in a special backpack for these folks 
are necessities that provide immediate comfort.  This gift will ease the suffering of a homeless neighbour. It 
is a gift that will keep their hope & spirit alive.YOU have the power to make a difference! 
 
Please pick an item or two from the list below & bring this item to place in the labelled boxes in the foyer. 
We will make sure it gets to those special backpacks! Thank- you so much for your generosity! 
 
Items needed include: 
Backpacks    toothpastes, toothbrushes 
Disposable razors    shaving gel & lotion 
running shoes     travel size tissue, 
hand sanitizer     deodorant, 
 travel size body wash   blankets 
travel size shampoo & conditioner  sweaters, toques, scarfs, mittens ( adult and child) 
toilet paper      socks, T-shirts, underwear(male & female all sizes)    
combs & brushes   Q-tips  
feminine hygiene products  ear plugs 
 nail clippers     trail mix/ granola bars 
paperback book,    small flashlight 
 notebook & pen   small towel, reusable water bottle, sunglasses 

Thank You and God Bless 

 

 

 

There is a Christmas Angels Collection Box in the foyer of the Church. You can find a tag in 

various locations around town and drop your item(s) off to be picked up from here. Thank 

you for your generous spirit of giving. Christmas Angels bring smiles to so many kids 

throughout our community with help from people like you! 

 

 

 

 

The Word Among Us – Advent edition is available in the foyer on the table.  
 
Envelopes will be available as of Tuesday next week. We encourage you to pop in during the 
week to pick up your box of envelopes rather than having to stop during the procession out 
after Mass.  
If you would like to donate Christmas Flowers or Poinsettias for decorating the Church for Christmas, please 
drop them off to the office prior to Dec 20th, 2020.  

 
If you would like more information on setting up Automatic Contribution via Debit or Credit 
or E-transfers at this time, please contact Mia in the office.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

COMMUNITY 

 

 

OFFICE 



 


