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My dear friends and parishioners,
"Maranatha!" Come Lord Jesus without delay!
There are just five days left until the celebration of Christmas begins. Let’s live these last days of Advent well. We
read in today’s Gospel passage from Luke the wonderful words of the Blessed Mother's “fiat,” her “yes” to God’s
plan. “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your Word.” These are among the
most beloved words in the Gospel. But the next sentence is also important for the Christian steward.
After Mary’s fiat, we read, “Then the angel departed from her.” Our Blessed Mother was left with a lot of
unexplained details about God’s plan for her! Yet, she followed God’s will perfectly. She gave herself and her life
fully to God as a gift. She was the first disciple. We are called to follow her example today.
This Christmas let us resolve to make our whole life a gift to the One who has given us everything. He will give us
all the help and strength we need. Let me send you my Christmas message to you in advance: “From the bottom of
my heart...at Christmas & coming New Year 2021.”
Grace, love, joy & peace in the smiling Holy Child, Jesus!
I am deeply grateful to our Eternal God, the Father of Mercies for the gift of eternal redemption brought by His
Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. “For God so loved the world that He gave us His Only
Begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him may not perish but have eternal life.” (John
3:16). God has given us the greatest gift wrapped in human skin, like us in all things but sin, Jesus. He is the
Divine Giver and Gift Himself. You too are such an amazing reflections of His wonderful love. You are the source of
His inspirations too and such a blessing to us in our faith community. “Thanks be to God for His
undescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15).
Thank you for your gifts and keeping the spirit of Christmas in season and out of season. Thank you for living and
sharing Jesus…you are God’s masterpiece!
"I thank my God each time I think of you and when I pray for you, I pray with joy." (Philippians
1:3ff). With my priestly blessing: “The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace”.
(Numbers 24-26).
"A very Merry Christmas & a New Year full of hope & God’s embrace!"

Yours devotedly in Christ, the Eternal High Priest;
Fr. Nilo Belvis Macapinlac, pastor

Merry Christmas and God’s Blessings to all!

FAMILY LIFE
Join Mary and Joseph for Journey to the Inn until Christmas Eve. Video clips are on St. Stephen’s
Facebook page of parish families who have filmed a day’s journey.
This is our covid-restriction-friendly Christmas pageant!
The Christmas tree is up in the foyer waiting for all international ornaments. St. Nicholas
(Holland) needs friends! Come and see the parol (Bethlehem star) donated by the Filipino
community, welcoming all who enter the church. Please don’t forget to bring your nativity
sets during the mornings of Dec. 21st-23rd, to set up as a display in the foyer.
Want to try different Christmas traditional foods?
barszcz (Polish beet soup) or kapusta z Grzybami (sauerkraut with mushrooms) for
Sunday, http://www.pwaa.org/polish_christmas_recipes.htm
pancit (Filipino stir fried noodles) https://pinchofyum.com/filipino-pancit
oliebollen (Dutch doughnut) https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/46299/oliebollen-dutchdoughnuts/
sweet spaghetti (Filipino) https://www.kawalingpinoy.com/filipino-style-spaghetti/
bakalar (Croatian salted cod), https://www.chasingthedonkey.com/croatian-cooking-saltedcod-recipe-christmas/
tourtiere (French-Canadian meat pie). https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/20752/frenchcanadian-tourtiere/

FORMED.ORG
Advent with Formed.org
Follow this link: https://watch.formed.org/the-road-to-bethlehem-advent-week-2
The Road to Bethlehem – Week 4 will begin on Sunday. Watch for Action Items in this final week of
Advent as we near the end of the Journey to the Inn – what a wonderful resource to bring you closer
to God as our Advent Season comes to the end. Refer to your Formed.org reference card that you
received in the mail to help you log in.
We hope you enjoy IT.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
A special THANK-YOU to everyone who donated to the Mustard Seed street backpack program. We
had an overwhelming response this year thanks to your spirit of giving and compassion. The clients of
the Mustard Seed were so happy to see the variety of items that were donated and they wanted me
to express to you how grateful they are!
We will be wrapping up the program this weekend, so if you would still like to donate please bring
items by the end of Sunday the 20th. God Bless you all in your generosity

BOTTLE DRIVE FUNDRAISER
Members of our Filipino community have helped us set up an account/bin at the Bottle Depot. You
can drop your bottles off and inform the staff that they are for St. Stephen’s OR we have a wonderful
Volunteer that is able to pick up your bottles for donation. Please contact Joseph at 403-586-4590
Thank you to those who are contributing to this campaign !

CHRISTMAS REQUEST – ITEMS FOR OUR FOOD BANK BOX
CHRISTMAS REQUEST! Thank you to all who have given so generously to our in-house Food
Bank over the last several months. Your help with the donations of food and gift cards has made a
difference to the lives of several of our parish families who are struggling with layoffs or job loss. Now
Christmas is fast approaching and it is anticipated that our Food Bank Box is going to see even greater
use in the coming days. If you can help with a donation of food, for example we could really use the
following non-perishables. Please drop your donation off at the church Monday thru
Thursday 8:30-3:30 or Friday 8:30-12:30 Thank You!

Canned fish or meat
Boxed Mac n’ Cheese
Spaghetti Sauce
Peanut Butter
Canned Jam
Canned Fruit
Canned Vegetables
Hamburger Helper
Crackers
Sugar
Salt

Rice
Juice Boxes
Pudding/Jell-O
Pancake Mix/Syrup
Cereal
Canned Soup
Toilet Paper
Laundry Detergent
Toothpaste
Christmas Candy

Boxed Stuffing
Cranberry Sauce
Gravy mix (canned or
dry)
***We would also
accept grocery gift
cards to help families
purchase milk,

OFFICE
 The Word Among Us – Advent edition is available on the table in the front
entrance.
 Living Faith for Jan, Feb and March is now available at the front door
 Envelopes for the New year are now available . We encourage you to pop in
during the week to pick up your box of envelopes rather than having to stop
during the procession out after Mass.
 Please ensure that you are including your name on the envelope in the month of
January as some numbers have changed. This helps Mia in the office make sure
that your envelope number is correct. If you have started making Automatic
contributions, you will not have a box of envelopes assigned to you.
 If you would like more information on setting up Automatic Contribution via
Debit or Credit or E-transfers at this time, please contact Mia in the office.
 If you are wanting to make a Christmas Contribution, but won’t be attending
Mass, you can utilize e-transfer to do a onetime donation – please specify
“Christmas”.

Oh Holy Night
Oh holy night
The stars are brightly shining
It is the night of our dear savior's birth
Long lay the world in sin and error, pining
'Til He appeared and the soul felt it's worth
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn'
Fall on your knees, oh, hear the Angels' voices
Oh, night divine, oh, night when Christ was born
Oh, night divine, oh, night, oh night divine
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn'
Fall on your knees, oh, hear, hear the Angels' voices
Oh, night divine, yeah, oh, night when Christ was born
Oh, night divine, oh, night, oh night divine

Onto us a child is born!
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Pastor – Father Nilo Macapinlac
Deacon – Charles Johnston – Retired
Pastoral Ass’t – Donna Litwin
Office Admin – Mia MacDonald
4302 57th Ave Olds, AB
Ststephen102@gmail.com
403-556-3084
http://www.ststephens-olds.ca
Facebook – St Stephen’s Catholic
Parish – Olds, Alberta

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS
The office will be closed
Dec 20 – Jan 3rd.
Donna will be away Jan 4-8th.
Mia will be in Jan 4-8th - 9-12pm.
In case of an emergency, please
call:
Father Nilo – 780 - 3521524

