
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas & New Year’s Bulletin 

Father Nilo Macapinlac 

December 25, 2022  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The office will be closed between Christmas and New Years. We will see you all in the 

New Year! In the case of an emergency, Father can be reached on his cell 780-352-1524 

  Sat Dec 24, 2022  CONFESSION                                                                   

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES 

(7:00 PM Mass – hosted by St. Anthony’s at St. Stephen’s 

Parish) 

11:00 AM – Olds                      

5:00 PM – Sundre                   

7:00 PM Olds                                

9:00 PM Olds                                   

  Sun Dec 25, 2022   CHRISTMAS DAY MASS    9:00 AM Trochu (Fr. Wilson)                        

10:00 AM Olds                                               

Weekday Masses are cancelled between Christmas and New Year’s. 

Sat Dec 31, 2022 NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS 5:00PM - Olds 

Sun Jan 1, 2023 NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS   11:15AM  - Olds                        

7:00PM - Olds                                             

PASTORAL / OFFICE STAFF 
Pastor – Father Nilo Macapinlac 

Deacon – Charles Johnston – 

Retired 

Pastoral Ass’t – Donna Litwin 

Office Admin – Mia MacDonald 

4302 57th Ave Olds, AB 

Ststephen102@gmail.com 

403-556-3084 

http://www.ststephens-olds.ca 

Facebook – St Stephen’s Catholic  

  

Office Hours 9-2pm 

  

 

Our Lady of Fatima - Sundre 
 Mass is celebrated on the first 

Friday of every month.  
Jan 6, 2023 

Adoration 1-6 Holy Mass –7:00 PM 
Every Friday – Divine Mercy Chaplet 
& Rosary – 10:00 AM 

St. Anthony 
Mass is celebrated on the second 
Saturday of every month. 

Jan 14, 2023  7:00 PM 

 

  
 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 Tuesday – 6:30 PM 
 Wednesday – 9:00 AM   
 Friday – 9:00 AM 
 Saturday – 5:oo PM  
Sunday – 9:00/11:15AM 
Sunday - 7:00PM  
Confession every Saturday in 
Olds at 11:00 AM Unless 
otherwise posted. .  
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 My dear friends and parishioners,                                 
Blessings to all of you this Christmas and a promising hope of a blessed New Year 2023! Archbishop Emeritus, Most 
Reverend  Sylvain Lavoie, OMI whom he stayed with me few years ago for the parish mission of our Indigenous people 
in Maskwacis has forwarded to my email the beautiful reflection of a great writer, Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI who is now in 
San Antonio, Texas, USA who wrote this article (December 9, 2018). I believe it is worth sharing with you at this 
wonderful time of the year. His article entitled”Outside the City” 
He said & I quote that "God, it seems, favors the powerless, the unnoticed, children, babies, outsiders, and refugees 
with no resources or place to go. That’s why Jesus was born outside the city, in a stable, unnoticed, outside all fanfare, 
away from all major media, and away from all the persons and events that were deemed important at the time, humble 
and anonymous. God works like that. Why?" In the rock opera, Jesus Christ Superstar, that question is asked of Jesus: 
Why’d you choose such a backward time in such a strange land? If you’d come today you could have reached a whole 
nation. Israel in 4 BC had no mass communication. Scripture answers by telling us that God’s ways are not our ways and 
our ways are not God’s ways. That’s true here. We tend to understand power by how it works in our world and there it 
works through popularity, through mass media, through historical privilege, through financial clout, through higher 
education, through idiosyncratic genius, and, not infrequently, through raw aggression, greed, and insensitivity to the 
needs of others and of nature. 
            But even a quick reading of scripture tells us that’s not how God works.  The God that Jesus incarnates doesn’t 
enter into this world with a huge splash, as a royal birth eagerly anticipated and then announced by all the major media 
outlets, with photos of him and his parents on the cover of every popular magazine, with universal predictions as to his 
future greatness and influence, and then with privileged access to the best educational institutions and circles of power 
and influence. Clearly, clearly, that’s not the story of Jesus’ birth, nor of how his life unfolded. God, as scripture shows, 
works more through anonymity than through the headlines, more through the poor than the powerful, and more 
through those outside the circles of power than those inside them.  When we examine how God works, we see it’s no 
accident that Jesus was born outside the city and that after he was crucified he was also buried outside the city. God’s 
work in our world generally does not make the headlines.  God never breaks into our world or into our consciousness by 
showy displays of power. God works more discretely, in quiet, touching soul, touching conscience, and touching that 
previously touched part inside of us where we still unconsciously bear the memory of once, long before birth, being 
touched, caressed, and loved by God. 
            That’s why Christ was born into this world as a baby and not as superstar, as someone whose only power was the 
capacity to touch and soften the hearts of those around him. Babies overpower no one, physically, intellectually, or 
athletically.  They lie helpless and cry for love and care. That’s why, paradoxically, at the end of the day, they’re more 
powerful than anyone else. No physical, intellectual, or athletic power can ultimately touch the human conscience as 
can a baby - and similar sights of innocent helplessness, a wounded bird, an abandoned kitten, a young child alone and 
crying. What’s best in us enflames, healthily, in the presence of powerlessness and innocence. That’s how God enters 
into us, gently, unnoticed. No big splash. That’s also why God tends to bypass circles of power to favor the abandoned 
and vulnerable. For example, when the Gospel of Luke records how John the Baptist came to be specially blessed, it 
takes a scathing swipe at both the civic and religious powers of its time. It names all the major civil and religious leaders 
of the time (the Roman rulers, the kings in Palestine, and the religious high priests) and then tells us plainly that the 
word of God bypassed them all and came instead to John, a solitary, living in the wilderness (Luke 3, 1-3). According to 
the Gospels, the wilderness is where we’re most likely to find and experience God’s presence because God tends to 
bypasses the centers of power and influence to find a place instead in the hearts of those outside those circles. 
            You see this too, though admittedly without the same theological weight as is manifest in scripture, in the 
various apparitions of Mary, Jesus’ mother, that have been approved by the church. What’s common to all of them? 
Mary has never appeared to a president, a pope, a major religious leader, a Wall-street banker, the CEO of a major 
company, or even to an academic theologian in his study. None of these. She’s appeared to children, to a young 
woman of no earthly importance, to an illiterate peasant, and to various other persons of no worldly status. We tend to 
understand power as residing in financial influence, political clout, charismatic talent, media influence, physical 
strength, athletic prowess, grace, health, wit, and attractiveness. On the surface, that assessment is accurate enough, 
and indeed none of these are bad in themselves. But, looked at more deeply, as we see in the birth of Christ, God’s 
word bypasses the centers of power and gestates instead in the hearts and consciences of those outside the city. 
Cont’d on next page… 
              

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER NILO 



 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in picking up a print copy of Father’s synopsis of the weekend’s homily from 

the bulletin, please sign up on the list on the Spiritual Development table in the foyer and they 
will be available before the Masses on the weekend 

If you know of someone who is new to the Parish or have crossed paths with an 

individual who is having trouble finding their way back after the Pandemic, we 

encourage you to touch base with Father Nilo or the office. We would love to hear 

from you.    

  

We need you - Our Brother Knights have volunteered to fill all liturgical roles on the 5th Sunday of the 
month when applicable. We are hoping to recruit members of our Knights of Columbus who are willing 
and able to fill the role of Greeter, Usher, Readers, Eucharist Minister, Music and Sacristan. If you are 
interested in joining your Brother Knights in this undertaking, please contact Jack Sell. 587-796-1634. 
Signup sheets will be in the foyer and available at meetings.        

Becoming a member: For any Catholic man, 18 years of age or older, looking to join   the local Knights of 
Columbus and help us put our Faith in Action please contact our  Membership Director Brother Dan 
Killoran at 403-415-5627 or by email at: dankilloran0521@gmail.comKeep Christ in Christmas Poster   

 

  
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION:   All eligible candidates who are in grades 5, 6 & 7 and up are invited to 
come to Journey with Jesus in the upper room on Sundays at 10 a.m.   We will be using the Decision 
Point program by Dynamic Catholic.  For more information or to sign your child up, please see Donna or 
contact Maria at 587-796-0903.  If any adults would consider helping lead a discussion for a session or 
two that would be great!  
 
 

           

Thank you to everyone who has dropped off items for the Mustard Seed in 

Red Deer. Once again, your generous spirits will go towards assisting those 

who are without.    

 

 

 

  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION, CONFIRMATION & CATECHISM CLASSES 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS    

4TH ANNUAL MUSTARD SEED BACKPACK PROJECT 

  Let us welcome the Holy Child, Jesus into the lowly manger of our hearts. May the Lord smile upon you and be 
gracious to you. May you encounter God's loving embrace through the gift of all His gifts, Jesus the Christ. He 
who came to give Himself totally from the poverty of the womb of Mary, to the lowly manger of Bethlehem, to 
the simple table of the Eucharist, and ultimately on the altar of the Cross for our sakes and for our salvation. Joy 
to the world the Lord has come through His Incarnation and be ready He will come again on the last of our days, 
"Maranatha" Lord Jesus, come to us without delay!                                                              
Merry Christmas and a grace-filled New year of 2023! 
 Yours devotedly in the Lord always, 
Father Nilo Macapinlac 
 

mailto:dankilloran0521@gmail.com


  
Once again, our annual garage sale is fast approaching.  The garage sale will be on Friday 
January 27 and Saturday January 28, 2023. Please mark your calendars and save your items.                                                                                   
Please note we DO NOT accept the following items: shoes, undergarments, swimsuits, magazines, 
encyclopedias, outdated TV’s, VHS cassettes, used mattresses, large sports equipment such as 
treadmills or spin bikes, no car seats, cribs strollers or stuffed animals. Electrical appliances must 
be in working condition.         
We appreciate and rely on the donated items and good will of our parishioners and the volunteer 
hours that go into preparing and organizing for this huge sale. We ask that you DO NOT drop off 
anything that isn’t suitable for selling as this causes extra work for the volunteers and additional 
cost involved in disposing of these items. Thank you for your cooperation!!  Watch the bulletin for 
more details in January 2023 
 

Thank you to all who have brought in donations for our family in need and 

for the local Christmas Angels bin – we are very blessed to have such a 

generous and giving community of people!  Without your donations, many 

would go without at Christmas. 

Hark The Herald Angel Sing – Mendelssohn 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, “Glory to the New Born King”    

Peace on Earth and Mercy Mild, God and Sinners reconciled.       

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies,                  

With the Angelic Host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem”                  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, “Glory to the New Born King” 

Christ by Highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord.          

Late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb            

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity     

Please as man with man to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel                                                                           

Hark the Herald Angels Sing, Glory to the New Born King 

Hail the Heaven-born Prince of Peace, Hail the son of Righteousness  

Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with healing in his wings     

Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die                                                                    

Born to raise the sons of earth , Born to give them second birth                                                                              

Hark! The Herald Angel Sings, Glory to the New Born King! 

We  wish you all a 

Blessed and Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

ST. STEPHEN’S ANNUAL GARAGE SALE 


